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their cases that we wish to draw public attention. As long as a
criminal lunatic of this class is within the childbearing age, no
doubt it v ould be unsafe to let her loose again upon the world,
as relapses but too often occur during subsequelnt confinements;
hut we cannot conceive on what grounds perfectly sane women,
past the change of life, are confined as state prisoners. The
conditions which brought about their former insaniity cannot
by possibility occur again; and to continue their confinement is
to punish them for acts committed years before, at a moment
when they were no more accountable for their actions than
they would have been for those committed during an attack of
brain fever. The injustice done to these poor women is not
felt so mnuch, perhaps, at the present moment, as there are but
few of them in our public asylums saved from ignominious
deaths by the merciful intervention of our own profession, but
year byyear we slhall certainly see an increasing number snatched
from the gallows by the juster ideas now obtaining with repect
to the responsibility of women who commit meaningless crimes,
such as those we have already quoted, and then it will be no
longer possible to continue the present unjust system of per.
petual confinement.

THE LATE HUGH MILLER.
THE suddern death of Hugh Miller, one of the most laborious
of men of science, and classical of English writers, is by this
time too well known to require a detailed account of its occur-
rence. Stuffice it to say, that Mr. Miller was found on Wednes-
(lay, December 24, shot through the heart with a pistol bullet.
The well known character of the man led to the hope at first
that the melancholy event was the result of pure accidernt, he
having been in the habit of keeping a loaded pistol in his bed-
room, fromn an apprehension (whichwlas not without grounds)
of danger from burglars. An investigation, however, of the
circumstances attending his death, maade by Professor James
Miller and other medical men, together with a knowledge of
the influences under which lhe had been placed, leave no doubt
that the act was suicidal. The conclusion drawn by Professor
Miller is embraced in the follocwing words:

" The cause of death we found to be a pistol shot tlhrough
the left side of the chest, and this we are satisfied was inflicted
by his own hand. From the diseased appearances found in
the brain, taken in connection with the history of the case,
we have no doubt that the act was suicidal, under the impulse
of inisaniity."

T'he subjoined extract from the Witness newspaper-of which,
in addition to his scientific pursuits, Mr. Miller was the editor
-gives aln idea of the condition to wlhich his mind had been
overworked.

"For some months past his overtasked intellect lad given
evidence of disorder. He became the prey of false or exag-
gerated al]rms. He fancied-if, indeed, it was a fancy-that
occasionally, and for brief intervals, his faculties quite flailed
him, that his mind broke down. He was engaged at this time
with a treatise on the Testinmony of the Rocks, upon which he
was puttina out all his strengtb, working at his topmost pitch
of intensity. Hours after midnight the light was seen to
glimmer throuigh the window of that room which, within
the same eventf;ul week, was to witness the close of the volume
and the close of the writer's life. This overworking of the brain
began to tell upon his mental healtb. He had always been some-
what moodily apprehensive of being attacked by footpads,
and had calried loaded firearms about his person. Latterly,
having occasion sometimes to return to Portobello fromn
Edinburgbh at uinseasonable hours, he had furnished himself
with a revolver. But now, to aU his old fears as to attacks

uipon his person, there was added an exciting and over-lmlaster-
ing impression that his house, and especially that Mluseum, the
firuit of so much care, which was colntained in 4 separate outer
building, were exposed to the assault of burglars. He read all
the recent stories of house robbelies. He believed that one
night lately an actual attempt to break in upon his miiuseum
had been made. Visions of ticket-of-leave men prowling about
his premises haunted him by day and by night. The revolver
which lay nightly near him was not enough: a broad-bladed
dagger was kept beside it, while beliind hiiim, at his bed head, a
claymore stood ready at hand. A week or so ago, a n-iew anld
more aggravated feature of cerebral disorder showeed itself in
sudden and singular sensations in his head. They came on
only after lengthene(d intervals. They did not last lonIg, but
were intensely violent. The terrible idea that his brain was
deeply and hopelessly diseased, that his mind was on the verge
of ruin, took hold of him, and stood out before his eye in all
that appalling magnitude in which such an imagination as his
alone could picture it."
He appears to have had the idea that he must have walked

in his sleep. This he expresses, in terms of agony, in a letter
to his wife, which was found lying beside his corpse. " I inust
have walked", lhe says; " and a fearful dream arises upon me.
I cannot bear the horrible thought." The same idea appears
in his description of his symptoms, as given by him to Dr. Bal-
four and Professor Miller, who met in consultation on his case
on the day preceding his death.
In conclusion, we must, as a duty, animadvert on a fault of

omission. While we have no desire to say anything which
would increase the regret of those who have known Mr. Miller
both in his social and in his scientific relations,-a regret in
which, as nmembers of the scientific world, we partake,-we
would ask why, after he had described to his professional
advisers the symptoms of cerebral disorder, under which he

suffered, he was allowed to sleep alone ? Who knows but that,
if he could have been safely preserved by the care of a watchful
attendant througlh the dread hours of night, the overworked
mind might in time have recovered its healthy tone, and an

ornament to science have been preserved to us for a longer
time?

THE WEEK.
WE trust our associates will not forget that the opening of
the year is the time for recruiting our ranks. The resignations,
we believe, have not equalled the new admissiorns; nevertheless
we should not feel satisfied with merely keepingf our numbers
at the same level. It should be remembered that our force
would be doubled if every associate were only to find us one
recruit from among his friends, and we trust that they will use
their influence accordingly. As it is, the Association is the
only really powerful body in medicine, and it lies withinr our
own power to make it the directing influence on all matters
pertaining to our science.

Dr. Mayo has, contrary to expectation, been elected President
of the Royal College of Physicians, in place of the late lamented
Dr. Paris. As we explained in our last number, the choice for
this important and dignified office is but limited, inasmuch as
out of the large numnber of Fellows of the College of Physi-
cians, the elects (only seven in number) have the power of
selection. It cannot be denied that the systenm which narrows
the field in this manner is a bad one; but this, we regret to
say, is not the whole of the evil. The election generally takes
place on the principle of seniority; and thus a bonus is given
to longevity rather than to eminence. It is certainly strange that
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a learned profession should consent to be governed by a system
which has been repudiated in the army; and which, indeed, is
about to be abolished in the medical service of India.
These remarlks are miade without the slightest wish to dispa-

rage Dr. Mayo, whom we believe to be a thoroughly worthy
man. He was, at Oriel, a contemporary of Whateley, Arnold,
and Newman; and has, for many years, devoted his attention
to mental phenomena, on which he has thrown much light.
It is needless to state that Dr. Mayo has passed the age of
active life. This, however, is the fault of the method of his
election, which, we have reason to believe, will before long be
entirely reformed.

The Inquest on Mr. William Marcooley, of Brompton, has ter-
minated with a verdict of manslaughter against Joseph Burrows,
the assistant of Mr. Budd, the chemist in Brompton Row. It
appears that this person carelessly supplied adrachm of Scheele's
prussic acid, in place of a dose of castor oil; and the conse-
quence was the immediate death of the unfortunate deceased,
whein he swallowed what he conceived to be an innocent ape-
rient. It appears that the assistant was attempting to do two
things at once; to supply the oil to one customer, whilst he
was making up a lotion, containing the deadly quantity of prussic
acid, for another. This case seems to prove that no legislative
enactment can possibly provide against the carelessness of in-
dividuals, as it would appear that every precaution was taken in
Mr. Budd's shop against the misplacement of poison bottles,by
the method of keeping, them in a separate cupboard.

Another case of poisoning, happily not fatal, has occurred
during the week. A poor sempstress, miserable and hopeless,
attempted to poison herself and child with laudanum. She
purchased the drug at four different chemists. The only me-
thod of stopping the sale of deadly drugs to the public, would
be to publish the name of every individual who supplied them
in cases such as this, where the facts come out before the police
magistrate, and are published in the daily newspapers. If a
dozen druggists were posted in this public manner, we will en-
gage that a stop would be put to the indiscliminate sale of
poisons.

We regret to have to anniounce in our obituary of this day
another addition to the long list of those members of our pro-
fession who have fallen victims to their zeal in the discharge
of their duty-we refer to Mr. Henderson, a student of St.
George's Hospital, who died last week of scarlet fever, con-
tracted while performing, for a short time, in the absence of a
friend, the duties of House Surgeon to the Hospital for Sick
Children. The deceased was a young man of much promise,
distinguishedl for energy anid unwearied activity in the search
for professional knowledge. He lhad acquired by industry in
one of our Colonies the means of pursuing his studies in
England; and had come over here with the laudable ambition
of obtainin, such knowledge of medicine as wouldl enable him
to provide for relatives in Australia, who are now left destitute
by his untimely death. The shortness of the time at his dis-
posal rendered him perhaps imprudently diligent in working
at the many subjects with which a "general practitioner"
ought (especially when remote from professional assistance) to
be familiar; and thus tho malignant disease by which he was

unfortunately attackled found an easy prey in a body exhausted
by unceasing labour, and a mind wearied with anxiety and

study. It is not, perhaps, a misfortune for any iman to die, at
whatever period, and however far from those who are dear to him,
provided death finds him in the conscientious discharge of his
duty; but it is difficult to exaggerate the loss of such a man as
we have described to those who are now dating tlheir expecta-
tions from the day of his return to them. It may be some con-
solation to them to know that his worth was appreciated, and.
his death deplored, by those who knew him here.

It would seem as though there were an epidemic of assassim-
ation abroad. The news of the attempt upon the life of the
King of Naples has scarcely grown cold, before we hear of the
tragical deathl of the Archbishop of Paris. The dagger of the
priest has proved more fatal than the bayonet of the soldier.
Just as the archbishop was entering the vestry of the church of
St. Etienne at Paris, he was mortally struck by an ecclesiastic
named Verger, who drove his weapon with such force into the
breast of the prelate, that, notwithstanding the rich embroidery
of his stole, it traversed one of the ventricles of the lheart, and
he died almost instantly, without a struggle.
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PAINFUL SWELLING OF BOTH LEGS, RESEMBLING PHLEGMASIA

DOLENS, WITH EXTENSIVE OBSTRUCTION OF BOTH FEMORAL
VEINS, IN A PHTHISICAL PATIENT. BY HENY LEE, ESQ.

THIS woman was seized, while a patient in the Brompton
Hospital, with pain, tenderness, and swelling in the upper
part of both thighs; the symptoms subsequently extenided
down the extremities, the legs and feet becoming cedematous.
The right limb was the first affected. There were no acute
inflammatory symptoms. The affection continued until her
death, which occurred about seven weeks after the first appear-
ance of these symptoms. On exaamination after death, the
lungs were found infiltrated with tubercles. The left iliac aind
femoral veins were completely plugged. The right femiioral
vein was found to be occupied for eight or nine inches by a
continuous false membrane, and obstructed, more or less per-
fectly, at different parts, by fibrinous deposit. The false mliem-
brane was nowhere so adlherent to the lining membrane as not
to be easily separable from it; and there were portions of the
latter over which the false nmembrane passed which were in no
way altered from their natural character. The author pro-
ceeded to argue that such a case could not be regarded as hav-
ing a local origin, and consequently a starting-point from whicl
inflammation mi,ht extend, as is stated to be necessary in
phlegmasia dolens, and which affection his case accurately
simulated in all respects buit the absence of any uterine
affection; anid also to contend that phlebitis may arise inde-
pendently of any extension of inflammation, anid in such
instances can only have for its cause the stagnation of the
vitiated blood in the vessels. The author quoted a case re-
corded by Dr. M'Clintock in the Dublin Quarterly Journal for
August last, in which inflammation of the large veins of the
right side of the neck took place in a woman who had a
puerperal affection; and detailed several experiments on dogs,
instituted for the purpose of proving his arguments.

Dr. THEOPHILUS THOMPSON bore testimony to the accuracy
of the accounts given by Mr. Lee of the case described by him,
excepting that the patient had been the subject of phthisical
symptoms six years, and not eleven, prior to death. The
obstruction of the veins had no relation to the ainount of
disease of the lungs. In the case in question the amount of
tubercular deposit was not great; and there were no cavities
of considerable size. There was ulceration of the mnucous,
membrane of the intestines, anid also (as in two other cases
which he recollected of a somewhat similar nature) some tense-
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